
 

 

Dear Parents & Carers, 
 
This Saturday, March 19 is the Feast of Saint Joseph, Patron Saint of our  
school and also of our Parish of Murgon. Everything we know about the  
husband of Mary comes from Scripture. We know he was a carpenter,  
a working man, "Is this not the carpenter's son?" (Matthew 13:55).  
Despite his humble work and means, Joseph came from a royal lineage.  Joseph was also a com-
passionate, caring man. When he discovered Mary was pregnant after they had been betrothed, 
he knew the child was not his but was as yet unaware that she was carrying the Son of God. He 
planned to divorce Mary according to the law but he was concerned for her suffering and safety. 
We know Joseph was a man of faith, obedient to whatever God asked of him without knowing the 
outcome. When the angel came to Joseph in a dream and told him the truth about the child Mary 
was carrying, Joseph immediately and without question or concern for gossip, took Mary as his 
wife. When the angel came again to tell him that his family was in danger, he immediately left 
everything he owned, all his family and friends, and fled to a strange country with his young wife 
and the baby. 

We know Joseph loved Jesus. His one concern was for the safety of this child entrusted to him. 
Not only did he leave his home to protect Jesus, but upon his return settled in the obscure town 
of Nazareth out of fear for his life. When Jesus stayed in the Temple we are told Joseph (along 
with Mary) searched with great anxiety for three days for him (Luke 2:48). 

We know Joseph respected God. He followed God's commands in handling the situation with 
Mary and going to Jerusalem to have Jesus circumcised and Mary purified after Jesus' birth. We 
are told that he took his family to Jerusalem every year for Passover, something that could not 
have been easy for a working man. 

Joseph probably had died before Jesus entered public ministry. 

Joseph is also patron of the universal Church, fathers, carpenters, and social justice.  We pray in 
thanks for the example of Saint Joseph and that like him we will all be people of integrity. We 
pray also that Saint Joseph will bless our school and parish communities so they will be places 
where God is encountered, where there is justice and compassion for all. 

As a school we will celebrate St Joseph’s feast day on Friday with a whole school mass.           
Everyone is welcome to join us at 9.30 am. 

YEAR 6 LEADERSHIP 
Each of us is a leader in some way by the way we do and say the things we are passionate about 
or know something about. We don’t have to dominate or be ‘up front’ to display leadership quali-
ties. Sometimes it is the quiet ‘behind the scenes’ person who is the true leader. This Friday, the 
Year 6’s will make a public pledge to take on the responsibility of leadership. Fr Michael will bless 
their badges and the students will be presented with their badges and leadership shirts. I am   
confident that this year’s Year 6 students will be true leaders in humility and service, trying to be 
like Jesus. 

MARCH 

18 St.  Joseph’s Feast     

 Day Mass 

23 6 pm P & F  

 Annual General 

 Meeting 

24 Holy Week 

 Liturgy 09:30 

24 LAST DAY TERM 1 

APRIL 

12  TUESDAY SCHOOL 

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

Term 1, Week 8, 15th March,  2016 

 Principal’s Message 



 

 

Principal’s Message continued 
THANK YOU AND CONGRATULATIONS 
A very big thank you to Mrs Tracey Gerrard, the staff and children of St Joseph’s, for the effort they put into the design 
and set up of our School display at the Murgon show. Mrs Gerrard’s leadership helped ensure that our display was award-
ed THIRD PLACE. Great work everyone. 

PARENTS AND FRIENDS ASSOCIATION 
The P & F Annual General Meeting tonight  15th March has been postponed until Wednesday 23rd March at 6 pm in the 
Admin Block. I would like to encourage all families to consider being involved in our P & F meetings. Our Committee is in a 
strong position when a wide cross section of the school is represented in those attending. I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to acknowledge our 2015 Executive. 

TAKE A STAND TOGETHER: NATIONAL DAY OF ACTION AGAINST BULLYING AND VIOLENCE 
Our school has registered to be part of the National Day of Action Against Bullying and Violence, being held nationwide 
this Friday - 18 March.  
The National Day of Action is a day where school communities across Australia, Take a Stand Together against bullying 
and violence. 
St Joseph’s is dedicated to creating supportive school environments, free from bullying, harassment and violence.  By 
working together at St Joseph’s, we are sending clear messages to young people that bullying and violence, in or outside 
of school, is not okay - at any time. 
The National Day of Action Against Bullying and Violence is a major activity organised by Bullying. No Way! 
(www.bullyingnoway.gov.au). The Bullying. No Way!  website, created by all Australian education jurisdictions, offers 
practical resources and information to help schools work together against bullying, harassment and violence. 
Activities have been planned to celebrate the National Day of Action Against Bullying and Violence at St Joseph’s on      
Friday. 

SWIMMING CARNIVAL 
Our first sporting carnival of the year was held last Friday. It was a fantastic day and all participated very well! The         
students represented the school at the Murgon Pool extremely well. Our focus for the day was FUN and PARTICIPATION. 

Congratulations to our Age Champions, Amelia Cran, Nathan Roderick, Emily Campbell-Slater, 
Fletch Prendergast, Tegan O’Sullivan and Oliver Bembrick. 

Congratulations to Red House for achieving the most points on the day. 

Thank you to all, teachers and students for a great day. A special thank you to Mrs Dennis and Lori 
(Murgon Pool) for all their work on the day. 

YEAR 3—MRS KNIGHT 

Today we warmly welcome Vikki Knight onto our school staff. Vikki will be working with Year 3 while Deanna is on 

sick leave.  We are looking forward to working with Vikki while Deanna is away. A very big thank you to Mrs Claire Dennis  
and Mrs Mary McCallum,  for stepping up in a time of need. We really appreciated you working with year 3 over the last  
6 weeks. 

BR TIM 
We wish Br Tim all the best as he embarks on long service leave for the first five weeks of next term. Enjoy your travel Br Tim and   

return safely to us in Term 3.  

END OF TERM 
Next week is our last week of term 1. School concludes on Thursday March 24 at the normal time of 3:00pm. Term 2  
begins on Tuesday April 12. 
 
I wish you all a very happy, safe and restful Easter break. 

Greg Cran Principal 

  
 



 

 

 BCE Child and Youth Risk Management Strategy 
BCE School Child and Youth Risk Management Strategy 

Your children and their safety and wellbeing are our priority.  St Joseph’s wants to do everything possible to ensure that it promotes 
and protects the rights, interests and wellbeing of children and young people.   

Brisbane Catholic Education and our school have each developed a Child and Youth Risk Management Strategy, as required by 
law.    The aim of BCE’s and St Joseph’s  Child and Youth Risk Management Strategies is to ensure that BCE and our school has policies 
and procedures in place that create safe and supportive environments for children and young people.  

BCE’s and St Joseph’s Child and Youth Risk Management Strategies draw together the values, commitments, policies and procedures 
which have been developed by BCE and our school to protect and promote the rights, interests and wellbeing of our students.  The 
strategies refer to our codes of conduct (for employees, volunteers and other personnel), recruitment procedures,  student protection 
processes, training opportunities and blue card screening procedures. 

St Joseph’s Child and Youth Risk Management Strategy and a link to the BCE Child and Risk Youth Management Strategy have been 
uploaded to the school’s website.  A copy of our strategy can also be found at the school’s library.  

Please contact Greg Cran if you have any questions or require any further information.  

 BCE Child Safety Strategy message 

This Friday we will celebrate St Joseph’s Feast Day (Saturday 19th is the official St Joseph’s Feast Day). A Mass, led by 
Year 5/6 and Prep will be held at 9:30 in the Church. During this Mass we will also be inducting our leaders for 2016. 
Following Mass, we invite the leaders’ families to join them for morning tea in the hall. 

 APRE Message 

This Friday is’ Bullying No Way’ day and our students will be engaging in conversations about bullying and ways to deal 
with this, if they are unfortunate enough to experience it. Students will be involved in afternoon rotational activities 
that require cooperation and getting along, which are being organised by our seniors. At St Joseph’s we promote this 
concept all year, but this day gives us the opportunity to celebrate and reinforce our belief. For more information go to 
http://bullyingnoway.gov.au/ . 

Chocolate Crackle Fundraiser! 

Please support our Faith Committee with the sale of Chocolate Crackles. If you did not send in 
an order form for crackles, the committee has made some extra. If your child would like a 
crackle, they can bring $1 in on Wednesday and purchase one. 

  

Next week, the children will experience the journey Jesus took during his final week as they reflect and celebrate Holy 
Week. We will commence with Palm Sunday and finish with reflecting on the death and Resurrection of Jesus. This year 
we journey with Jesus experiencing his plight prior to his death and with the assistance of all classes, we will follow him 
(played by a 5/6 student) from his activities on Palm Sunday to his crucifixion and death.  This journey will be as         
follows: 
 

Order of Procession 

1.     Gather in Eating area at 9:30 am 

2.     Palm Sunday -  Preps 

3.     Washing of the Feet – Year 3 

4.     The Last Supper -  Year 2  
5.     Garden of Gethsemane - Year 4  

6.     Jesus’ Trial – Year 5/6  
7.     Crucifixion – Year 5/6  
8.     Burial - 5/6  
9.     Resurrection – Year 1 (first week 

of term 2) 

This will allow the children to be immersed in the ritual and reverence of the week leading up to the most significant 

day in the church’s calendar, Easter Sunday, the Resurrection. 

https://staffportal.bne.catholic.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=9qxMQyENck1YFMAk7LW314uAoZNoOc9UbQAj92Mef23GKY3jc0zTCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AYgB1AGwAbAB5AGkAbgBnAG4AbwB3AGEAeQAuAGcAbwB2AC4AYQB1AC8A&URL=http%3a%2f%2fbullyingnoway.gov.au%2f


 

 

 

 

We invite you all to walk with us as we participate in Jesus’ journey  at 9:30 am    

Holidays are fast approaching and I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for all your support this term. 
I would like to wish you a restful and safe holiday and I look forward to continuing our partnership next term,  
ensuring your child reaches their full potential and enjoys success.   

 

 

ST. PETER CLAVER — CHERBOURG BAPTISMS & ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST WONDAI 

If you would like to have your child baptised at Cherbourg, there will be Baptism preparation on Saturday 26th 

March at 11.30am, at the church. For Wondai preparation contact the Parish Office for details. Baptisms will be 

celebrated at Mass on Sunday 27th March (Easter Sunday) at 10am Mass at Cherbourg. Wondai Baptisms will 

take place on Easter Sunday at 8am. 

News from Fr. Michael    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Parish Priest: Fr. Michael Carroll sm PH: 4168 1406 

ST. JOSEPH’S 

PARISH HALL IS 

AVAILABLE FOR 

RENT FOR    

UNLICENESED  

FUNCTIONS 

PHONE 

4168 1406 

Parish Mass Times 
SATURDAY 19TH MARCH 

Murgon 8.00am 

Proston  8.00am 

SATURDAY 26TH MARCH 

Murgon 6.00pm 

Proston  8.00am 

SUNDAY 20TH MARCH 

Wondai  6.00pm 

Goomeri 10.00AM 

SUNDAY 27TH MARCH 

Wondai  8.00am 

Cherbourg 10.00am 

 APRE  Message continued 

This week students have been learning to: 

         give a definition of what it means to be resilient; 

         identify situations that can happen at school and at home that can lead to   
them feeling very angry, down or worried; 

         identify a range of different resilience skills to cope with stressful  
            situations they might encounter; and 
         self-assess their qualities of resilience and develop an action plan to  
            further improve their use of resilience skills. 

  

David Francis  
 

Guidance Counsellor   St Joseph’s Primary School, Murgon, Mon, Tues, Wed     Ph 4168 1627         

 Guidance Counsellor News 

God Bless 

Tracey Gerrard APRE  



 

 

Thank you to our wonderful Tuckshop ladies for their  hard work and great 

effort to bring us our Tuckshop treat during Term 1. 

Special on  24th March   -  (last day of Term 1) 

Hot dog & Sauce  

Fruit Juice or Milk & 2 Patty Cakes  

$6.00 

 P&F News 
Hi Everyone, 

Just a reminder that the AGM is being held next Wednesday 

night, 23rd March at 6pm in the Admin Block. I would like to 

take this opportunity to thank everyone who has helped out 

over the past 12months, no matter how big or small the contri-

bution may have been.  The support of the P & F is always 

greatly appreciated.  

As this is the last newsletter of the term, I would like to wish 

all our families and friends a very safe and Happy Easter. 

Scott Prendergast   

P & F President 

 

 SLUSHIES FOR SALE 

Fundraiser Year 5/6 Canberra Trip 
We will be selling SLUSHIES  

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday AVAILABLE AT BIG LUNCH ONLY 

$2.00 per cup at Admin Block 

 

TUCKSHOP NEWS 



 

 

S T U D E N T S   O F   T H E   W E E K   
Week 6 Week  7 

Prep Billy Palmer Prep Nikita Carey 

Year 1 Jayden McEffer Year 1 Lalasa Arnold 

Year 2 Ella Palmer Year 2 Catelyn Purcell 

Year 3 Lara Kapernick Year 3 Bella Barrett 

Year 4 Kaylah Bligh Year 4 Sophia Purcell 

Year 5/6 Sophie Gleich Year  5/6 Athena Ricketts 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Prep Year 5/6 

Brooke  

Purcell 10th 

 

Quinci 

Costello 17th 

Miha  

Costello 4th 

 

Lara  

Kapernick  3rd 

 

Yuna  

Olbes  23rd 

Trent Aubrey 7th 

 

Lachlan  

Greenwood 11th 

 

Sophia Purcell 28th 

 

Sydney  

Ziebell 12th 

 

Darius 

Costello 22nd 

 

Billy Palmer 30th 

Thomas Currin 13th 

 

Athena 

Ricketts 26th 

 

 Greetings to our April  Birthday Students 

 Congratulations to our Students of the Week 

Library News    BOOK FAIR 
Thank you to everyone who supported BookFair. 

Happy Reading 

 Nell Guteridge Librarian 



 

 

Classroom News 

 

Year 5/6  have been very busy this term. We have been learning 
about leadership and how we can be the best leaders for 

our school. We have been working very hard in our English Block, learning about 
persuasive writing. We have also been reading Harry Potter. We are starting to 
write our own persuasive texts. We will write a text to persuade the reader as to 
who we believe is a better leader. Harry Potter or Jesus? 

What an exciting and productive Term 1 has been for Year 2!  
In English we have been learning how characters, settings and events can 
add meaning to stories both directly and indirectly. In Maths we have learnt 
about number and we are beginning to explore 2D and 3D shapes. We have 
enjoyed getting to know each  other, and welcoming new friends to our 
class. Can't wait for more adventures next term with the  

Year 2 Champions! 

This term Year 1 have been exploring the 

characters, settings and events in different  
stories. We have described a hungry bear,    
going on a bear hunt and we know what order 
the billy goats crossed the bridge!!!  

In maths we have been discovering the     
different ways to make a number.  
 



 

 

Year 4  Fish have had a busy term and you may like to visit our class webpage to 
see some of what we have been learning: http://year4fish.weebly.com/ . 

The students enjoyed working on their Science investigation where they had to take on a role as 
a wildlife researcher to educate peers about a vulnerable or endangered animal. This week          
students will write a short story using their knowledge of adjectives and adverbs to make it more 
interesting to readers. 

In our Maths this term we have been looking at the different 
ways we can show our numbers all the way up to the num-
ber five. We are great at counting through songs, with 
blocks and playdough and finding items that add up to five. 

Prep 

Indonesian and PE News 

We have had a great term this term in Indonesian and PE. In Indonesian we have been learning 

greetings and simple conversations, as well as how to ask questions about others and give information 
about ourselves, such as our name, age, where we live, where we go to school and what brothers and 
sisters we have. We have also looked at maps of Indonesia and the students have researched and 
discovered that Indonesia is an archipelago with over 17 000 islands! We have also looked at Komodo 
Dragons – the largest lizards in the world and which only live in Indonesia and are on the Indonesian Coat 
of Arms.   

PE has been great fun this term with many games and of course, SWIMMING! The students showcased 

their great improvements and confidence in swimming at the Swimming Carnival last week. A special 
thank you to Mrs Trish Kapernick and Aunty Elise for assisting me each week at swimming to ensure the 
students are provided with lots of one-on-one time in the water to develop their skills. 

Year 3  have had lots of fun this term in Science learning about solids, liquids and gases. This included 
melting chocolate and freezing icy cups. Who would have thought that science could taste so 

nice! In English, we learnt about nouns, adjectives and verbs. We really enjoyed acting out the doing words. Guided 
reading was something new this term and we enjoyed working in our groups. In Religion, we talked about Jesus be-

ing a Superhero and we all quickly came to agree that Br Tim is a Superhero in our school for all that he does for 
us. Mrs Dennis and Mrs McCallum also thought that the Year 3 children were superheroes for the resilience they 
have shown with the change of teachers. We warmly welcome Mrs Knight and wish her all the best for next term. 

https://staffportal.bne.catholic.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=kwU62NUxH7ae0vV4Or_KiaMrudj3CSF_beNRYStyFdT28-Z2UkzTCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AeQBlAGEAcgA0AGYAaQBzAGgALgB3AGUAZQBiAGwAeQAuAGMAbwBtAC8A&URL=http%3a%2f%2fyear4fish.weebly.com%2f

